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Happy Summer 

“Reading is a joy for my kids, and to swing in a hammock on a lazy summer day 
reading a good book just goes with summer.” 

Marcia Gay Harden 

Summer offers young students the opportunity to relax, unwind, play, spend 
time with family, nurture unique interests and share in new adventures. 
Summer also offers precious time for children to indulge their imaginations, 
tickle their funny bones and explore topics of interest as readers. Reading is 
joyful and compelling. Curling up with a good book while drying off on a 
beach towel, sitting in the park or lounging on the couch first thing in the 
morning is a perfect complement to the other wonderful experiences of the 
day. 

Sometimes, children stop reading over the summer.  When this happens, 
their reading muscles atrophy. The well-known phenomenon that occurs 
over the summer when students do not read and then drop multiple reading 
levels as a result of not having had the opportunity to engage with text has 
been dubbed the “summer slide.” The summer slide is a universal concern 
amongst educators, particularly because our most vulnerable readers tend to 
be impacted the most. The good news is that summer slide can be easily 
avoided while still preserving the excitement of reading! Following are some 
tips from PBS Parents to help you to support your growing reader over the 
two months of summer. 

1. Make sure your kids have plenty of books. Take your kids to the 
library or the bookstore (new or used) to pick out some interesting 
new books. Go to the library every week, if you can. Go to yard sales, 
and sort through the books there. Organize a book swap in your 
neighborhood or scout troop. Do whatever you need to do to keep a 
fresh supply of books around. 

2. Always pack up books whenever you go somewhere, for your 
kids and for yourself (including audiobooks). Make sure your kids 
see you reading, whether it's on the beach, while waiting for the 
softball game to start, or at home. Bonus points if you spend some of 
your time reading kids' books. Then you can also talk about the books 
with your kids, and recommend other books that they might like. 
Listen to audiobooks in the car, especially on long trips. Pick books 
that are fun and/or exciting. You'll find that these add to your family's 
common frame of reference. And they makes the drives go by a lot 
more quickly. 



3. Encourage social reading. If your child wants to read a book 
because other kids are reading it (and you don't have personal reasons 
why you think your child isn't ready for the book), by all means get a 
copy. This reinforces the idea that reading is cool, and gives your child 
a chance to talk about the book with others. Consider buying two 
copies of the same book, for your child and his or her best friend, so 
that they can both read it. Maybe start a book club. Take the kids to 
see a movie based on a book, and also read the book. Do whatever 
you can to make reading cool and social. 

4. Try not to get hung up on whether or not your child "could" be 
reading more advanced books. Do you read Proust on your summer 
vacation, or do you read James Patterson? Kids turn to books for a 
respite from cares sometimes, just as adults do. They don't want 
everything they read to educational. There's no harm in suggesting the 
occasional book that's more of a stretch, but don't push too hard. If 
kids find reading enjoyable, they'll keep reading, and they will 
eventually push themselves. For that to happen, they just need to 
spend time reading. 

5. Try to keep some time available for reading. This is perhaps the 
hardest thing, as schedules fill up with sports, cookouts, trips and 
movies. These are all fun, too. But if you ask me, there's no substitute 
for the occasional afternoon spent perched up in a tree exploring far-
off worlds through books. 

Creating a magic menu of fantastic summer reading experiences is largely 
about creating the proper conditions for your child to indulge.  Ensure that 
time in the day has been set aside and be certain that s/he is surrounded by 
good books and good company.  Best wishes for a fantastic summer! 

http://www.pbs.org/parents/experts/archive/2011/06/tips-for-encouraging-summer-re.html 

 

Bobcat Chat 

• Please be sure that you are registered for School Dismissal Manager.  
If you still need support to register, please do not hesitate to reach out 
to sdm@ardsleyschools.org. 

• Our mascot will be changing! Next year, to enhance continuity from 
one building to the next, our Concord Road students will be 
R.O.A.R.ing as PANTHERS! Thank you to our PPLT and faculty, who 
helped to make this important decision. 

  

http://www.pbs.org/parents/experts/archive/2011/06/tips-for-encouraging-summer-re.html
mailto:sdm@ardsleyschools.org


 

Bobcat Book Nook 

 

Take a look at the books in the book nook! 

Beginning Readers: 

My New Friend Is So Fun! (Elephant and Piggie series) written and illustrated by Mo Willems 
(Hyperion/Disney, $8.99) 
978-1-4231-7958-0 
When Piggie and Bernie Bat become friends, Elephant worries about his best friend status. That makes 
snake worry too. Expressively humorous illustrations. (5-8)    

Humor: 

Drop It, Rocket written and illustrated by Tad Hills 
(Schwartz & Wade Books/Random House, $12.99) 
978-0-385-37247-3 
Beloved character Rocket returns with his teacher, the little yellow bird, seeking new words to read. 
Gentle, expressive colored pencil and acrylic painted illustrations. (4-7) 

Today: 

Bad Bye, Good Bye by Deborah Underwood, illustrated by Jonathan Bean 
(Houghton Mifflin/HMH, $16.99) 
978-0-547-92852-4 
A brilliant blend of rhymed text and pen and ink illustrations, which—in a deceptively simple way— 
capture a child’s multifaceted emotions upon moving. (5-8)     

Biography and Memoir: 

Thomas Jefferson: Life, Liberty and the Pursuit of Everything written and illustrated by Maira Kalman 
(Nancy Paulsen Books/Penguin, $17.99) 978-0-399-24040-9 
The life of this famous American is conveyed through verbal and visual sketches that capture his 
range and complexity. Vibrant paintings.  (7-10) 

History: 

What’s New? The Zoo!: A Zippy History of Zoos by Kathleen Krull, illustrated by Marcellus Hall 
(Arthur A. Levine/Scholastic, $17.99) 978-0-545-13571-9 
Royal menageries, Victorian zoos, and many scientists have all contributed to the development of 
contemporary animal parks. Delightful watercolors.  (5-9)   

Science: 

Animal School: What Class Are You? by Michelle Lord, illustrated by Michael Garland 
(Holiday House, $14.95) 
978-0-8234-3045-1 
With rhythmic, rhyming text and vivid digi-woodcut illustrations, students are introduced to 
vertebrates.  (7-10)     

 



World: 

Dear Malala, We Stand with You by Rosemary McCarney, with Plan International 
(Crown BFYR/Random House, $16.99) 978-0-553-52120-7 
Rich color photographs illustrate a composite letter to Malala Yousafzai from girls who have faced 
educational discrimination and were inspired by Malala’s work for girls’ rights. (5-8)     

Recommended by the Children’s Book Committee at Bank Street College of Education 

https://www.bankstreet.edu/center-childrens-literature/childrens-book-committee/best-books-year/2015-edition/ 
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